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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Nunn, CO Accident Number: CEN25FA040

Date & Time: November 15, 2024, 10:00 Local Registration: N285BW

Aircraft: Beech 35-B33 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On November 15, 2024, about 1000 mountain standard time (MST), a Beech 35-B33, N285BW, 
was destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Nunn, Colorado. The pilot was fatally 
injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal 
flight.

The flight originated from Chadron Municipal Airport (KCDR), Chadron, Nebraska, with an 
intended destination of Platte Valley Airport (18V), Hudson, Colorado; a distance of about 180 
nautical miles (nm).  No ADS-B, radar data, or ATC communications were obtained at the time 
of the on site investigation. Day visual meteorological conditions prevailed along the entire 
route of flight.

The accident site was in a farm field about 3.5 miles north-northwest of Nunn, Colorado, about 
20 nm west of a direct route between the start point and intended destination. The debris field 
was roughly 500 ft long by 400 ft wide. The initial point of impact contained a fragment of the 
left wingtip fuel tank fairing. A line of disturbed dirt continued from the initial point of impact 
for about 25 ft to a 17-foot-long impact crater. The line of disturbed dirt continued beyond the 
crater another 10-15 ft.  Fragments of the outboard section of left wing and other airplane 
components were strewn throughout the debris field leading up to the main wreckage which 
was located about 258 ft from the initial point of impact. 

All the major components of the airplane were accounted for at the accident site. No 
anomalies were noted in the examined airframe components. 

The No. 6 cylinder separated from the engine. The interior of the No. 6 cylinder and the valve 
faces looked normal. The No. 2 & 4 cylinders were displaced aft and had fractured the case of 
the engine open. Visual examination of the interior of the engine showed no signs of thermal 
distress; the camshaft appeared normal; and no signs of a pre-impact failure or malfunction 
were noted. The crankshaft counterweights were present and moved freely. The oil sump 
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housing was fractured and the front third of the sump housing had separated; no pre-impact 
anomalies were noted inside.

The propeller hub remained attached to the crankshaft flange but had fragmented. Pieces of 
the hub and both propeller blades were present in the debris field. The propeller blades both 
had blade twisting, leading edge nicks and gouges, chord wise scratching, and blade polishing. 
Spiral cracking was noted on the engine crankshaft just aft of the propeller mounting flange.

A Garmin 396 was retained for further examination. The wreckage was scheduled to be 
recovered and stored for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N285BW

Model/Series: 35-B33 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KGXY,4697 ft msl Observation Time: 09:56 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 20 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 1°C /-2°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 3 knots / , 90°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.82 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Chadron, NE (CDR) Destination: Hudson, CO (18V)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 40.751487,-104.79917 (est)
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Miller, Bradley

Additional Participating Persons: Randy Kind; FAA - Denver FSDO; Denver, CO

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

