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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Front Royal, VA Accident Number: ERA24LA139

Date & Time: March 12, 2024, 19:02 Local Registration: N59MK

Aircraft: Beech K35 Injuries: 1 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Aerial observation

On March 12, 2024, about 1902 eastern standard time, a Beech K35, N59MK, was substantially 
damaged when it was involved in an accident near Front Royal, Virginia. The pilot was not 
injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 aerial 
observation flight.

The airplane departed from Shannon Airport (EZF), Fredericksburg, Virginia at 1301 for a 
survey flight. While approaching the survey area, the pilot described that propeller control was 
unresponsive when he attempted to reduce engine rpm. The propeller control began to 
respond just prior to entering the intended survey area, so the pilot continued the flight. While 
conducting the survey work, the pilot noted that the No. 3 cylinder exhaust gas temperature 
was lower than normal, so he elected to pause the survey work and climb. At 6,300 ft msl, the 
pilot adjusted the propeller control to reduce engine rpm but there was no response. Shortly 
after, the rpm spiked followed by a loss of engine power. The pilot reviewed the emergency 
checklist and adjusted the airplane’s pitch to maintain best glide speed. While heading toward 
Front Royal-Warren County Airport (FRR), Front Royal, Virginia, the pilot began preparing for a 
forced landing and picked a field to his left. During the off-airport landing, the airplane 
contacted trees on the edge of the field before coming to rest upright. The pilot was uninjured.

A cursory postaccident examination of the wreckage revealed that the outboard portions of 
both wings had separated near their mid-span points and the fuselage was damaged aft of the 
cabin. The wreckage was retained for further examination. 
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N59MK

Model/Series: K35 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

Certificate of authorization 
or waiver (COA)

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: OKV,727 ft msl Observation Time: 18:55 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 13 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 18°C /0°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots / , 280°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.88 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Fredericksburg, VA (EZF) Destination: Winchester, VA (OKV)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 None Latitude, Longitude: 38.929367,-78.280132 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Enders, Ryan

Additional Participating Persons: William Arvoy; FAA/FSDO; Herndon, VA
Henry Soderlund; Textron Aviation; Wichita , KS

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

