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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Topock, AZ Accident Number: WPR24FA054

Date & Time: December 10, 2023, 15:55 Local Registration: N4171S

Aircraft: Beech A36 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On December 10, 2023, about 1555 mountain standard time, a Beechcraft A36, N4171S, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Topock, Arizona. The pilot was 
fatally injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 
91 personal flight.

According to a family member the pilot was flying from Sun Valley Airport (A20), Bullhead City, 
Arizona to pick up a passenger from Prescott Regional Airport – Ernest A. Love Field (PRC), 
Prescott, Arizona. Automatic dependent surveillance-broadcast data showed the airplane 
departed from runway 36 at A20 about 1533. About 14 minutes after takeoff the pilot reported 
to Air Traffic Control (ATC) that he had lost oil pressure. Radio and radar contact were lost 
shortly after the reported loss of oil pressure.

The airplane subsequently impacted rocky desert terrain near an unimproved road. A post 
impact fire consumed the cockpit, right wing, and a portion of the fuselage. The empennage 
sustained minor damage and flight control continuity was confirmed from the cabin to each of 
the flight control surfaces. The engine remained attached to the airframe by avionics and 
control cables. A portion of the No. 4 cylinder piston connecting rod was found outside of the 
crankcase when the engine cowling was removed.



Page 2 of 3 WPR24FA054

This information is preliminary and subject to change.

Figure 1: Post-accident image of connecting rod on the ground next to engine (Courtesy of LEA)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N4171S

Model/Series: A36 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KEED,914 ft msl Observation Time: 15:56 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 10 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 16°C /-12°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 8 knots / , 340°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.17 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Topock, AZ Destination: Prescott, AZ (A20)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 34.805385,-114.41578 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Hicks, Michael

Additional Participating Persons: Kenny Atnip; Federal Aviation Administration; Las Vegas, NV

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

